
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      Media Advisory 06-12 

                     Feb. 6, 2011 

 

Bold Alligator 2012 Tests 

Navy/Marine Ability to Execute and Control 

Long Range Sea to Shore Raid 

 
**TRANSPORTATION FROM NORFOLK PROVIDED** 

 

FORT PICKETT, Va – More than 150 Marines from the 24
th

 Marine Expeditionary Unit (24
th

 

MEU) embarked with the Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group will conduct a simulated air-to-

ground assault raid against targets at Fort Pickett, Va., Feb. 7, as part of Bold Alligator 2012.  

 

The assault is a “proof-of-concept” experiment to test ship-based command-and-control of 

Marine units operating on land. This capability allows U.S. forces at sea to effectively engage an 

opposing military force that is significantly inland. With the other elements of a sea-based 

strategy, this creates a significant tactical and operational advantage for responding to today’s 

threats and also significantly bolsters U.S. abilities to provide humanitarian and disaster relief.  

 

Marines aboard USS Gunston Hall (LSD 44) and USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) will fly more than 150 

miles inland to conduct the raid. The Marines will launch to the site at Fort Pickett on a 

combination of MV-22 Ospreys and CH-53 Sea Stallions. Once on the ground, the Marines will 

set up a command outpost and conduct self-sustained operations for five days.  In addition, the 

assault is an opportunity to test a number of newly developed technologies and equipment from 

the Marine Corps Warfighting Lab. 

 

This experiment is a key part of the overall sea-to-shore training objectives of Bold Alligator 12 

and also serves as a certification event to ready the 24
th

 MEU for future deployment.  An annual 

exercise, Bold Alligator is part of an ongoing commitment to revitalizing the fundamentals of 

amphibious operations and a strengthening of the services’ traditional roles as “warfighters from 

the sea.”   

 

Over 20,000 Marines, Sailors, Airmen and Soldiers with more than 25 ships are participating in 

the exercise. The exercise is being overseen by a blended Navy-Marine Corps command staff in 

order to provide a broad span of control and allow for a critical review of seabasing from a naval 

perspective.  
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NOTE: Media wishing to cover the raid at Fort Pickett should contact the Bold Alligator 

2012 Joint Information Bureau at (757) 836-4428 no later than, TODAY at 2 p.m. Media 

will be driven to the site from Norfolk Naval Station’s Pass and ID office and will be 

returned at the end of the day.  

 

In addition to observing the raid, media will have the opportunity to see demonstrations of 

many of the new technologies being used in the assault. Subject matter experts will be 

available for interviews of these technologies, the exercise, and overall innovations being 

developed at MCWL.  

 

A tentative Schedule of Events is as follows:  

 

0700  Arrive at Naval Station Norfolk Pass & ID for check in  

 

0730    Depart from Norfolk to Fort Pickett  

 

1030    Arrive at Fort Pickett 

 

1045-1200  Interviews with subject matter experts, tech and equipment demonstrations 

 

1200-1220   Transition to landing zone for raid viewing  

 

1300-1400   Air-to-ground assault via Ospreys and Sea Stallions    

 

1430   Depart for Norfolk 

 

1730  Arrive Naval Station Norfolk 

 


